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85 knows and foreſees the terrible Con- 

= Wy ſequences of her entering into a State 
of — muſt have more than common 
rage to ſubject herſelf to them. On the other 
and, what on Tenderneſs, and Affection 
cup every Huſband to expreſs for his Wife at 
ſuch a critical Jun&ure ? *Tis true, it is out of 


his Power to afford her any immediate Aſſiſtance 


in the Time of her Travail; Ewan 
Thing he can do, which may 
rr 
that is, to provide her r 
fkilkuk Midwife, which can give her the Aſſiſtance 
requiſite on that. dangerous Occaſion; one of 
known Sobriety, and watchful to fayour and pro- 
mote every 6 
Deliv erg 


as . ane 


Bor there 28 Cafes which occur, ſo 
difficult as to Exceed” the Judgment of the moſt 

fkilful Midwife" to undergake-with any Proſpect of 

Sufery wo the Liss either of the Child or Mother 
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many and great, and Lives fo fre- 
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compence he can for ſuch a hard and difficult — 


ApwoxiTIOns 70 % HusBANps. 


which happen either from the untoward Situation 
of the Fetus, or other Circumſtances attending the 
Labour. In ſuch Caſes the Midwite, if ſhe is not 
too conceited of her own Judgment, or too proud 
to aſk Aſſiſtance of any one, will give the Hus- 

band timely Notice of the Danger; who, if he 
has any Regard for his Wife, or is deſirous of 
ſeeing and enjoying the dear Pledge of their Loves, 
will not heſitate a Moment to procure the Aſſiſt- 
ance of a '\Man-midwife, one who has the beſt Re- 


putation for his Skill, Experience and Humanity; 


one who never refuſed his Aid and Aſſiſtance to 
the Poor as well as the Rich, and who never 
grudges his Labour, though in ſome Inſtances he 
can have but ſmall Expectations of a ſufficient 
— But whatever may be the Huſband's 
Circumſtances, he ought, on this Occaſion, to 
exert his utmoſt Abilities to make the beſt Re- 


vice as this moſt certainly is, to ſave Life, wh 
it was impoſſible to eſcape Death by oy other 
Means. 


To conclude : Whoever conſiders the excruti- 
ating Pains and Agonies that a Woman under- 
goes in the Time », her Labour, even though ſhe 
eſcapes with Life,- and does not compaſſionate; 
comfort, and aſſiſt her to the beſt of his Power, 
is leſs ſenſible than a Brute, and deſerves not the 
Name of a Man. And ſince it is the Will 
of of Heavea wo ſulget the whole Female Race to 

this unhappy Lot, the Almighty has, at. the ſame 
Time, planted the tendereſt Paſſions in the Breaſt 
of Man, in order to relieve; comfort and alleviate 
the Diſtreſſes of n he-chuſcs 1 


* 
2 " = K . 4 8 
. 420 „„ # wo we w 
- 


* 
* 
CT. * » ” S# S& +43 * 4 * 
— ö 
4.950 2 | 
- 
1 j 
< : | 
1 — . * 
. = 
7 * 
* 


CC AD Mm 


BETWEEN 


RIcHARD MaDDox, Gent, Flajedill 
AN D 8 


Dr. M----r, Defendant. 


I 


* 

— 

F 
3 
21 
4 
+ 
1 

* 

* = 


| is LES here chat the | 


l 
: 


A x 


— 


e 
ö 3 


2 The TRIAL H a CAus E betweert 
due and ſkilful Execution of it. Ignorance or wilful 
Neglect in the Diſcharge of this Office is often at- 
tended with the moſt fatal Conſequences. How of- 
ten is a tender Huſband deprived of a beloved Wife, 
and his Hopes defeated in the Increaſe of his 
Offipring, by the perverſe Obſtinacy or unſkilful 
Management of a Midwite ? How often is a poor 
unhappy Woman held in the moſt excruciating 
Pains for Days together by an injudicious Operator, 
from which perhaps ſhe might have been delivered 
in an Heur or two, had ſhe fell into the Hands of 
a Perſon of Skill and Judgment ? 


IovoxAxcx in this Profeſſion is hardly excuſa- 
ble, becauſe it is an Affair of ſuch Importance, 
that no one ought to undertake it who is not con- 
ſcious of a ſufficient Ability to perform it; yet 
ſome Allowances may be made to thoſe who ho- 
neſtly endeavour to improve their Minds and en- 
large their Knowledge in this difficult Art. I call 
it difficult, becauſe it is hardly ever perfectly at- 
tained; for Caſes frequently happen that puzzle 
the moſt ſkilful Artiſt, and put his Judgment to 
the Teſt in what Manner he ſhall beſt proceed to 
os pn ee | 


hey if Ignorance in « Midniſe, Man Sd. 
r becauſe the utmoſt 
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b ous Performance in mary Caſes that call for an 
Exertion of the moſt exquiſite Judgment and Abi- 
| lity; what are we to think of that Man, who, by 
a long Courſe of Practice, and accumulated Ex- 
| perience, may be ſuppoſed to be extremely well 
| verſed in every Part of the Science, ſhall refuſe 
his Aſſiſtance in the Hour of Extremity, to a 
Lady whom he knew to be in the moſt dangerous 
Situation, and whoſe Life, at leaſt that of her 
Child, depended on his immediate Attendance and 
Relief? One would imagine it muſt be ſomething 
very intereſting that could induce a Doctor to de- 
ſert his Patient in ſuch a Condition, For ſurely 
x no pecuniary Conſiderations could prevail on a 
| Mind, the leaſt endued with Humanity pr Compaſ- 
fion, to ſuffer a Woman to lay languiſhing under 
the extremeſt Pains for Hours together, and in 
momentary Expectation of Death itſelf, merely 
becauſe he was to have ſo trifling a Fee as five Gui- 
neas for his Trouble, when he expected double the 
Sum. Can any one believe there is a Man of fo 
mercenary a Nature ? If ſuch a one there is, ought 

he not to be pointed out, as a Monſter to be ab- 
| horred and avoided by all Mankind, eſpecially the 
Female Sex, whole Diſtreſſes he has ſo ſhamefully 

diſregarded ? whom he has forſaken in the Hour 
of Extremity ? Will they eaſily pardon. a Man 

through whoſe wilful Negligence, an amiable *. 
B 2 ES, Wife, 
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Wife, a tender Mother, and an innocent Babe 
have been loſt ? Whether the Caſe deſcribed in 
the following Narrative is a parallel Inſtance of 
this Kind, let the Reader judge. 


An Action was brought by Richard Mad- 
dor, Gent. Plaintiff, againſt D----r M. -- Y, Phy- 
ſician and Man- mid wife, for undertaking and not 
performing his Office, as a Man-midwife, in the 
Delivery of the Wife of the Plaintiff. 


Tur Plaintiff declared againſt the Defendant in 
an Action upon the Caſe ;- for that the Defendant 
uſing and exerciſing the Art, Myſtery, or Profeſ- 
fion of a Man-midwife ; and the Plaintiffs Wife 
being Pregnant and in Labour, he, on the 29th 
of Mey 1753, retained the Defendant to aid and 
aſſiſt her in her Delivery; and that the Defendant 
did promiſe and undertake to attend on and aſſiſt 
ins +» . — her Delivery. But the 


Defendant, notwithſtanding fuch his Promiſe and 


Undertaking, did neglect and refuſe to attend and 
aſſiſt che Plaintiff s Wife in her Labour, though 
required ſo to do; whereby the Plaintiff's Wife 
underwent great Labour and Pain, and for want 
of the Defendant's Aid and A ſſiſtance, was brought 
into ſuch a State and Condition, that ſhe from 


thar Time languiſhed until the goth of Augup, 
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then next enſuing, when ſhe died. And che Plain- 
tiff laid, with ſeyeral other Counts, his Damages 
at 5000 f. 


To this the Defendant pleaded, that he did not 
promiſe' and undertake in Manner and Form as 
the Plaintiff declared againſt him, and put himſelf 
don the Country; and the Plaintiff did ſo likewiſe. 


On Saturday the ſecond Day of March, 1754, 
this Cauſe came on to be tried before Mr. Juſtice 
Fofter, at Guildhall, London, by a ſpecial Jury. 


Mx. Huſſey, of Council with the Plantiff, brief- - 
ly opened the Declaration, and Mr. Hume Campbel, 
on the ſame Side, ſtated the Facts, and expatiated 

largely on the Nature of the Cauſe, very patheti- 
cally deſcribing the ſevere Sufferings of Women in 
Child - bearing, in which Condition they were juſt- 

ly entitled to all the Comfort, Aſſiſtance and Re- 
lief that poſſibly could be given to them; at it 
Hand, from a poor Creature labouring, as it were, 
between Life and Death, and crying out under the 


moſt agonizing Pains and Tortures; that Compaſ- 
ſion and A ſſiſtance, in this Reſpect, is due and given 
to the moſt abandoned of the Female Sex; much 
more does it belong to a virtuous, modeſt and lov- 

mg 
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ing Wife, between whom and her Huſband there 
always was the moſt ſincere and affectionate Tender- 


neſs. 


Now if it ſhould be proved, as I apprehend it 


vill, that the Defendant did promiſe and undertake, 


and afterwards neglected to give his due Attend- 
' ance on this Lady in the Extremity of her dan- 
gerous Travail,, and that ſuch his Negle& was 


attended with the moſt fatal Conſequences both to 


her and her Infant, I doubt not but you Gentle- 
men will be of Opinion, that the Plaintiff is enti- 
tled to the largeſt Damages you can give him; 
eſpecially if it ſhall appear to you, as my Inſtruc- 
tions inform me it certainly will, That the Defen- 
dant could not plead Ignorance of the Danger the 
Patient was in, becauſe after he had examined her, 
he declared that to be his Opinion; he never ſaid, 
that ker Caſe was paſt his Judgment to relieve, for 
then, if he had been an honeſt Man; he would 


have demanded Aſſiſtance from ſome other ſkilful 


Practitioner; neither could he affirm, that he 
wanted proper Help, for both the Midwife and 
- Apothecary were there ready to obey any Orders 
he ſhould give them. What then could be his 
Motive to refuſe a Woman his Relief in ſo terri- 
ble a Conjuncture? I have not yet learnt, that he 
ever alledged any Reaſon or Pretence for his Re- 


fuſal 
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fuſal, except the Smallneſs of a Fee, on a like 
Occaſion, ſome Years before; though the Plaintiff, 
now, made him, what I ſhould think a very ge- 
nerous Offer, If this ſhould appear to be the only 
Motive for his barbarous Treatment of this un- 
happy Patient, you will no doubt be of Opinion 
that he deſerves the moſt exemplary Puniſh- 
ment, 


GENTLEMEN of the Jury, give me Leave to 
addreſs myſelf more particularly to you, on this 
Occaſion. You are, I believe, the greateſt Part of 
you, married Men : Now make the Caſe your own: 
Which of you, whoſe Wife is in Labour, does not 
immediately call for all the Help you can get? 
You ſend for a Midwife ; ſhe comes, but ſoon finds 
it exceeds her Skill to give the neceſſary. Relief; 


ſhe very honeſtly tells you ſo; you directly ſend. 


for a Man-midwife, whoſe ſuperior Judgment may 
be relied on; he comes, and finds the good Wo- 
man in a very dangerous Situation, in which Con- 
dition he leaves her, and promiſes to return in an 
Hour or two's Time, but does not; you ſend to 
him again, nay, go to him yourſelf, andentreat him 
to come, yet he abſolutely refuſes ; and your Wife, 
together with the Fruit of her Body, and perhaps 


che Hopes of your Family, die for want of his 


Aſſiſtance, would you not expreſs the higheſt Re- 
—_— ſentment 
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ſentment for ſuch an injurious Treatment ? Would 


you not endeavour by all Means poſſible to do 
yourſelf Juſtice on ſuch a Miſereant ? And though 
no Recompence can be made for the Loſs of a 
- Life, eſpecially of a Life fo dear to you, yet ſure- 
ly your own irseparable Loſs, as well as the Re- 
ſpect you owe to the dear Memory of the Deceaſed, 
would ſpur you on to ſeek ſuch as the Law will 
allow you. Now, if we ſhould prove this to be 


the Plaintiff's Caſe by ſufficient and inconteftible 


Evidence, and that the Defendant has been guilty 
of the cruel and inhuman Uſage to this unhappy 
Lady, in the Manner I have ſet forth, I believe 
you will be of Opinion, that, though by the Law, 
in this Caſe, his Profeſſion has exempted him from 
eprporal Puniſhment, yet that you cannot make 
him fuffer too ſeverely in his Pocket. 


Hz farther ſet forth, That this Action was 


brought by the Plaintift againſt the Defendant, not 


only to recover Damages for the great Loſs he 
had ſuſtained by Means of the Defendant's Neg- 
| ke& and Default in his Profeſſion (that being irre- 
parable) but in order to deter others of the fame 
proſeſſion from the like contemptuous Negligence 


of their Duty, in Caſes where the leaſt Delay may 


occaſion the Loſs of the moſt valuable Lives. 
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Tut Cafe here was this: Mrs. Maddocts ha- 
ving gone her full Time, had Mrs. Hopkins, a 
Midwite of great Experience and Reputation, at- 
tending her in Mr. Maddocks's Houle, in Crane- 
ccurt in Fleet-ftreet. On the 2gth of May laſt, 
Mrs. Maddocts being laid in Bed, had the Symyp- 
toms of Labour come upon her ; which Mrs, 
Hopkins carefully obſerving, apprehended her La- 
bour would be extremely dangerous ; and giving 
ſome Intimation of it, defired ſhe might have the 


Aſſiſtance of a Man, fearing it would be too ha- 
zardous and difficult for her to undertake alone, 


Upon which Mrs. Maddecks took Notice, that 
Dr. M—y had laid her about four Years ago, 
and that if it was neceſſary, ſhe was deſirous of his 
Aſſiſtance again. Whereupon Mr. Maddecks in- 
ſtantly (it being then about Ten o'Clock) ſent for 
Dr. M. -, and he came accordingly z and being 
taken into the Room where Mrs. Maddecks lay, 
he in a very rude Manner, aſked of Mrs. Hopkins 
then attending, whether he was to lay the Wo- 
man ? But Mrs. Hopkins, inſtead of giving a di- 
rect Anſwer to ſo abrupt a Queſtion, ſaid ſhe 
could not readily inform him ; but repreſented the 
Caſe to him, and deſired that he would inform 
himſelf what was proper to be done, by cxamin- 
bag the Lc, get» by which Means, ſhe ap- 
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prehended, he would be able to determine what 
was moſt fit and proper to be done in ſo dangerous 
a Caſe. Accordingly, Dr. M-——y did examine 
Mrs. Maduocts, and found her in ſuch a Condition 
as had been reprefented by Mrs. Hopkins ; and go- 
ing into another Room with her, detlared he was 
of Opinion that Mrs. Maddocts was in a dangerous 
Way ; that if ſhe was to be then delivered ſhe 
would not live half an Hour; and therefore they 
muſt wait a more favourable Opportunity, or to 
that Effect. And though he made fach a Decla- 


ration, he ſaid he would go Home; which greatly 


ſurprized Mrs. Hopkins, who afked him the Occa- 
ſion of fuch his Conduct, and whether he had any 
other Patient that required his Aſſiſtance? And 


repreſenting the Danger Mrs. Maddocks was in, 


entreared him in the moſt preſſing Manner to ftay ; 


mfotming him that if he was weary; or fatigued; 
| or was inclined to go to reſt, there was a very good 


defired he would go into, or lie down upon as he 
pleaſed ; or if it would be more agreeable, Mr. 
Madaocks, anda Gentleman his Friend, would en- 
tertain him in the Parlour below, with What his 
Houſe would afford, or could be procured fof 
him. To which he replied, he would not ftay; 


but would go Home; and though Mrs. Heptint t 
* * for him to ſtay, 2 | 


' ſented 
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ſented to him how neceſſary his Preſence was for 
Mrs. Maddocts's Preſervation, he abſolutely re- 
fuſed ; and being again aſked the Occaſion, he 
very ſurlily declared, he did not know what 
brought him there, or why he came; that he re- 
membered he had attended this Lady ſome Years 
before, but he was not paid to his Satisfaction. 
She enquired. of him what he had been offered ? 
To which he replied, that he could not then re- 
member, ather than that he was not paid to his 
Liking, as he then thought. Whereupon Mrs. 
Hopkins ſaid, if that was the Caſe, ſhe was ſure 
it muſt ariſe from. ſome Miſtake ; that Mr. 
Maddocts was a very worthy Gentleman, and 
2 generous Man; and ſhe would anſwer for it, 
that if he, the Doctor, would be pleaſed to ſtays 
it would be made up to him double; and en- 
treated him in the moſt earneſt Manner, that 
he would not leave her. But the Doctor ſtill per- 


ſiſting in his Reſolution to be gone, ſhe inſiſted on 


his Promiſe to return again, when the Symptoms 
altered, and it ſhould appear neceſſary. And ac- 
cCordingly the Doctor did promiſe to return the In- 
ſtant it ſhould be thought neceſſary, and that he 
ſhould be ſent for. Mr. Maddecks, Mr. Langley his 
Apothecary, Mr, Flower, a Gentleman of his in- 
timate Acquaintance, waited in the Parlour below; 


and INDE EI Defendantintended to go aways 


1 before 


* 4 
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before Mrs. Maddecks was delivered, came out to 
wait on him, and uſed all the Arguments they 
could think of to engage him to ſtay, Mr. Mad- 
docks offering to give him what Money he deſired; 
and putting his Hand in his Pocket, in order to 
fee if the Allurement of Gold would have any Eſ- 
fe&t, Mr. Langley intimated, that it was improper 
to give him Money at that Time; that it was not 
cuſtomary on ſuch Occaſions to give Money befor® 
the Buſineſs was done, it being uſual to make Sa- 
tisfaction in Caſes of that Sort, according to the 
Danger of the Caſe, the Time beſtowed upon, and 
Trouble attending the Performance and Operation. 
However Mr. Maddocks, in order to prevail on the 


Doctor to continue with him, offered him his own _ 


Bed, or to entertain him in ſuch a Manner as would 


be moſt agreeable to him. But being unable to 
prevail on the Doctor, he aſked him if he might 
depend on his coming again when Occafion ſhould 
require it; and the Doctor then promiſed and af- 
fared Mr. Maddocks he would attend whenever he 
ſhould be ſent for, and repreſented to Mr. Mad. 
docks the great Danger his Wife was in, with In. 
tent, as ſuppoſed, to enlarge the Fee. © 


Tux Doctor being gone before twelve o Clock, 
an Alteration in Mrs. Maddocts being hourly ex. 
pected, Mr. Langley the Apothecary, who had un- 
dertaken 'to give the Doctor Notice of it, and to 

bring 
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bring him when it ſhould happen, continued with 
Mr. Maddocts, having a Coach waiting for that 
Purpoſe. About Two o'Clock Mrs. Hopkins ob- 
ſerved the Symptoms greatly altered, of which ſhe 
informed Mr. Langley, and deſired he would im- 
mediately go and bring the Doctor; and that ſhe 
was ſatisfied, that if he had been then with her, 
he might have delivered her with Safety, and that 
any Delay would probably be dangerous. Mr. Lang- 
ley accordingly went with a Coach to the Doctor's 
Houle in Linco/ns-Inn- Fields, and having gained 
Admittance, informed him of the Truth of the Caſe; 
that he had a Coach ready for him, and requeſted 
his immediate Attendance, repreſenting to him in 
the ſtrongeſt Terms the great Danger of a Delay 
But the Doctor, devoid of all Humanity, remained 
iaflexible, and without aſſigning any Reaſon, de. 
clared he would not go. And being aſked by Mr. 
Langley, what Apology he ſhould: make to Mr. 
Maddocts, for ſuch his Conduct, anfwered, what 
ke, Mr. Langley, pleaſed, or none, as he thought 
fit. Upon which Mr. Langley returned, and in- 
formed Mr. Maddocts of the Doctor's Behaviour: 
And Mrs. Maddocts being at this Time in the great. 
eſt Diſtreſs, and Flooding to an exceſſive Degree, 
Mrs. Hopkins entreated Mr. Langley to procure 
ſome other Perſon in the Place of the Doctor pre- 
ſently, in Regard Mrs. Madgocks was in ſuch a 
Condition 
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- Condition as to require farther Afliſtance i in Aid of 
her Mrs. Hopkins. Accordingly Dr. Hannakin was 


pitched upon as a very experienced and judicious 
Perſon, and the neareſt to be had. Mr. Langley 


therefore went to Dr. Hannatin, who immediately 


came with him to Mrs. Maddecks's Aſſiſtance, and 
Hnding her in a very dangerous Condition, occa- 
Roned in a great Meaſure by the Delay of her Deli- 
very at a proper Time, and being informed of Dr. 
59's having before attended, of his going — 
way, and refuſing to return, declared he choughit 
Mrs. Maddecks's Caſe to be very dangerous, and 
that he would not venture to intermeddle without 
adviſing with, and having the Aſſiſtance of, ſome 


propoſed and agreed to ſend for Dr. Middleton, 
| which was accordingly done, and he came imme · 
diately ; and ſhortly afterwards Mrs. Maddocſs was 
delivered, and her Flooding ſtopped; but the Child 
loſt its Life through Neglect, and re 
— 
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9 0 Witneſſes, and firſt examined 
Mrs. Hopkins, the Midwife, who gave her Evi- 
dence very clearly and diſtinctly, and ſet forth the 

Caſe as ſtated by Mr. Hume, the Diſcourſe and Con- 


other Perſon of the Profeſſion. Whereupon it Was 
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verfation between her and Dr. M-----y, in the Man- 


ner before related; the Doctor's actual Promiſe to 
return when ſent for; and that if the Door had 
waited as he was requeſted to do, or had returned 
according to his Promiſe and Undertaking, Mrs. 
| Maddecks and her Child, might have been preſerved, 
who were ſeverally loſt through his Neglect. 


Ms. Hopkins was croſs-examined by Mr. Ser- 
jeant Prime, and Mr. Norton, the Doctor's Coun- 
til; but ſhe ſtil adhered to the Evidence ſhe had 
already given, ine varying from it in the 
8 


Tux ſecond Witneſs called, was Mr. Langley, 
who fully and clearly proved ſo much of the Caſe, 
as is before» ſtated, in which he was concerned; 
particularly Mr. Maddocks's entreating the Doctor 
to ſtay at his Houſe, and offering and promiſing 
to pay him any Sum of Money he ſhould defire, 
the Doctor's Refuſal to ſtay, and his Promiſe to 
return; his, Mr. Langes going for the Doctor, 
and informing him of Mrs. Maddect's Condition, 
and his abſolute Refuſal to attend according to his 
Undertaking, and the Doctor's making ſuch An- 
ſwefs as before-mentioned. | 


Mx. Langley was likewiſe croſs examined for the 
Doctor; but he gave ſuch ſatisfactory Anſwers to 
all 
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all their croſs Queſtions, as rather confirmed than 
contradicted the Evidence he had given before. 


Ma. Huſſey examined Mr. Flower, the third | 1 
Witneſs, who corroborated Mr. Langley's Evidence 0 
as to Mr. Maddocks's entreating the Doctor to ſtay, | C: 
offering him Money, and the Doctor's abſolute Pro- te 
miſe to return and attend when called for. 

Taz fourth Witneſs called was Dt. Hannakin, | 
who being examined by Mr. Hume, proved ſo much D 
of the Caſe as is before ſtated, in which he was m 
concerned, and the Caſe of Mrs. Maddocks as be- u] 
fore ſet forth; that if Dr. A --y had attended hi 


| when ſent for, and had performed his Duty, the 
Train of ill Conſequences, occaſioned by his Neg- 
lect, would have been prevented. 


0 

n 

0 

| | 1 
DR. Middleton, with other Witneſſes, proved 5 
that Mrs. Maddox afterwards languiſhed for three 5 7of 
C 

C 
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Months, that is, from the 29th of May to the 3oth 
of Aug, and then died, and never recovered 
from the Diſorders brought upon her, by the very 
great and exceſſive Floodings and other Injuries ſhe 


received, for Want of Aſſiſtance, and being de- 
livered in due and proper Time. 


Ds. 
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Da. Schomberg likewiſe gave Evidence i in Be. 
half of the Plaintiff, and made it plainly appear, 
that Mrs. Maddoctss great Loſs of Blood, occa- 
ſioned by the Delay of her Delivery, was the ſole 
Cauſe of the Dropſy, which ſhe ſoon afterwards 
fell into, and of which ſhe died. 


FTurx Mr. Serjeant Prime, of Council for the 
Defendant, pleaded with a great Deal of Judg- 
ment and Elocution, in the Obſervations he made 
upon the Evidence given for the Plaintiff, and 
hoped, that notwithſtanding all that had been faid 
on the other Side, that the Plaintiff would not 
maintain his Action, but ought to be non-ſuited, 
or elſe that the Jury ſhould find a Verdi for the 
Defendant ; alledging, that the Evidence given on 
Behalf of the Plaintiff, was not ſufficient to prove 
the Charge againſt the Defendant; that this was 2 
Caſe unprecedented ; that Dr. M----y was a Phyſi- 
clan of great Eminence in his Profeſſion, and eſ- 
teemed and employed by Perſons of the higheſt 
Rank and Diſtinction, not only in the Practice of 
Phyſick, but as a Man-midwife. And farther, 

that his Client, the Doctor, ſaw no Neceſſity, and 
therefore was under no Obligation to ſtay with Mrs. 

Maddocks, ſince it was evident to him, and as he 
2 D then 
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then told Mrs. Hopkins, that ſhe was not, at the 
Time he was with her, in a Condition fit or proper 
to be delivered; that what he did while he was 
there, was in preſcribing for her as a Phyſician, and 
not as a Man-midwife to deliver her. That as to 
his refuſing to come to her afterwards, it was the 
Effet of Self-preſervation, always deemed the firſt 
Law of Nature, for at that Time he was in Bed, 
very much out of Order, and in a very great Sweat, 
ſo that if he had attempted to have got out of Bed 
at that Time, it would have been to the manifeſt 
Hazard of his Life. That the Doctor has indeed 
been repreſented by the Council on the other Sides 
as an inhuman and avaricious Perſon, greedily graſp- 
ing at large Fees, and the like : Whereas, if he was 
rightly ig , it would be made appear, that 
this was Yuite the Reverſe of the Doctor's Charac- 
ter, who was not only a Phyſician of great Emi- 
nence, and very extenſive Practice, but was like- 
wiſe a moſt kind, beneficent, and humane Man, 
always ready and deſirous to aid and aſſiſt all Per- 
ſons without Diſtinction, who ſtood in Need of his 
Help and Judgment, without any mercenary View 
or Conſideration whatever. That the Defendant 


would produce Witneſſes, who were of unexcep- 
tionable Characters in the Profeſſion, to ſhew, that 
Mrs. Hopkins, and the Witneſſes, who had fworn = 
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jn Behalf of the Plaintiff, were greatly miſtaken 


with Regard to the Caſe of Mrs. Maddocts; and 


that if the Doctor had attended her at the Time he 
was called for, it would have made no Variation in 
it; and that her Flooding in the Manner repreſented 
by the Plaintiff's Witneſſes, would have had the 
ſame Conſequences, as were inſiſted on by the 
Plaintiff's Witneſſes, whether he had been there or 
pot. Then, 


Mx. Norton, of Cquncil of the ſame Side, call 
ed the Witneſſes. 


Tux firſt Witneſs was Dr. Sands, a Man-mid- 
wife, who being ſworn was aſked, whether he had 
heard the Evidence that had been given on the Part 
of the Plaintiff? He declared that he had; and 
then gave a very long and learned Account of the 
Courſe of Practice in ſuch Caſes, with Precedents 
and Inſtances of the like Natore, as well fuch 
wherein he had been himſelf concerned, as what he 
had read in Treatifes of Midwifry. Being aſked, 


whether he was of Opinion, that Dr, M----y ought 


to have continued with Mrs. Maddocks when he 


was with her, or if he ought to have come again 


to her, when the Apothecary came to call him; 
he very candidly declared, that for his own Part, 
8 b he 
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he ſhould have done it, and that the Doctor ought 
to have done ſo too; though he thought the Doc- 
tor ought to have ſtaid with her; however, upon 
the whole, he gave Dr. M----y a good Character, 
as to his Ability and Judgment in his Profeſſion. 


Ma. Evans, of Council on the ſame Side, call- 


ed the next Witneſs, Sir William Brown, Bart. a 


Phyſician, who likewiſe ſpoke very learnedly on 


the Occaſion. He made a great Diſtinction with 


Reſpect to the Capacity in which Dr. M----y acted 
in this Caſe. And being aſked the ſame Queſtion 
which was put to Dr. Sands, in Relation to his 
having heard the Witneſſes for the Plaintiff, an- 
ſwered in the Affirmative, and then diſtinguiſhed, 
and would have had it been underſtood, that the 
Doctor was called as a Phyſician, and not as a Man- 
midwife; that he was ſent for to adminiſter Phy- 
ſick, and not to lay the Patient. And though the 
| Defendant's Council were unwilling to give him ſo 
much Trouble, yet he was pleaſed to give a very 
long and particular Evidence upon the Nature and 
Circumſtances of a Labour in General, in the or- 
dinary Way, it's preſumed, with an Intent to ſerve 
the Defendant; but it ſeemed, and was believed that 
it had a quite contrary Effect, little Regard, it is 
apprehended, being paid to this Evidence BY the 


Jury; 
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Jury: and the rather, that on his being croſs exa- 
mined by Mr. Hume, for the Plaintiff, and aſked, 
Whether if he had been ſent for, and had been in 
the like Situation with Dr. M----y, he ſhould have 
thought it incumbent on him to have continued 
with the Patient till after her Delivery, or at leaſt 
have come again, when called upon for that Pur- 
poſe ? But inſtead of a direct Anſwer, he charged 


Dr. Hannakin with Neglect, in not laying the Pa- 


tient when he came, without wanting any other Aſ- 
ſiſtance. 


Tarr Defendant's Council then called the Doc- 
tor's Servant Maid, who ſwore, that her Maſter 
had been for ſome Time paſt indiſpoſed, and then 
was, or had been ill with the Shingles, and had 
Sweats of a Night. That he came Home from the 
Plaintiff's a little before Twelve o'Clock, and went 
to Bed, and ſaid he was then indiſpoſed, and that 
he could not go out again with Safety : But upon 
the Whole, gave a very looſe and imperfect Evi- 
dence. 


AFTER theſe ſeveral Witneſſes had been examin- 
ed, and given their Evidence of the ſeveral Facts 
they were ſworn to prove, the Defendant's Council 
called ſeveral other * ſome of Note and Diſ- 

tinction, 


— Ine 
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tinction, others of the Faculty, to eſtabliſh -the 
Doctor's Character, as well with Reſpect to his 
Humanity and Diſintereſtedneſs, as to his Care: 
Skill, Diligence, and Experience in his Profeſſion, 
of a Phyſician and Man-midwife; particularly, 


Tur Right Honourable the Lord Dungavon, 
and Earl of Cork, in the Kingdom of Jreland ; 
who teſtified that he had known the Doctor fix. 
Months, and that he had employed him as a Phyſi- 
cian and Man-midwife, to affiſt and adviſe his La- 
dy in her Pregnancy and Labour; that the Doctor 
had been extremely diligent and careful; and in 
general, gave him a good Character. | 


Six Everard Fawkner was called next, who ſwore 
| he had known the Doctor two Years; that he 
was looked upon to be a very good Phyſician, and 
of great Humanity. | 


Taz Defendant's Council called ſeveral other 
Witneſſes, who all teſtified that the Defendant was 
a very humane and good Phyſician and Man-mid- 


Tur Defendant's Council having examined alſo 
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that their principal Deſign was, to invalidate the 
Propriety of the Action, which they apprehended 
had no Foundation to ſupport it, and to prove 
that the Doctor acted, on this Occaſion, as 2 
Phyſician, and not as a Man-midwite. 


Ma. Hunz, by way of Reply, briefly re- 
capitulated the Arguments and Evidences that had 
been given on bath Sides; particularly that given 
by Sir William Brown, making ſome pertinent Re- 
marks on the Incertainty and Impropriety of it 
that the Defendant had not made good any Caſe to 
excuſe himſelf of he great Neglect in the Duty of 
his Office, of which he had been accuſed, and 
was ſufficiently proved againſt him; and that 
upon the Whole, the Plantiff had aA 
his Declaration. - 


oh 


THz Council having Kniſhed their Pleadings, 
the Judge, who tried the Cauſe, having with the 
greateſt ; Juſtice and Impartiality, and with the 
utmoſt Clearneſs and Perſpicuity, ſummed up the 
Evidence on both Sides, left it to the Confidey 
ration of the Jury, to find ſuch Damages for 
for the Plantiff as they ſhould deem requiſite. 


'-Uyov which the Jury retired, and having been 
out about fifteen Minutes to conſider of their Ver- 


dict, 
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dict, (and which Time they employed, not in diſ- 
puting whether they ſhould find for the Plantiff 
or Defendant, that being unanimouſly agreed up- 
on, but as to the Quantum of the Damages, ſome 
of them being of Opinion, that they ought to 
find to the Amount of two or three thouſand 
Pounds) at laſt did, to the Satisfaction of the 
Judge, bring in a Verdict for the Plantiff, and 
one thouſand Pounds Damages, with Coſts of 
Suit; a Verdict ſo juſt and equitable, that it 
gave Pleaſure to all who heard the Cauſe. 


N. B. It's generally believed that the Plaintiff, 
who is a Gentleman of generous Principles, as 


well as Opulence, will apply the Damages he has 


recovered on this remarkable Occaſion, to fome 
Charitable Uſe. | 


Nov in order to aſſiſt fuch Midwives, who 


are not too confident of their own Judgment, ot 
raſhly undertake what they are not able to go 
through with, I have ſelected ſome extraordinary 
Caſes from the Writings of Dr. Daventre, Phy- 
fician and Man-midwife, at Loden in Holland. 
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Wz1TINGS of that very eminent Phyſician 
and Man-midwife, 


Dr. DEV ENTER, of Loyden, 
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y one aſk why ſuch a Situation of the Mo- 
Infant is ſo dangerous, and almoſt al- 
mortal to both? I anſwer, for the Reaſons 


FT 


Becauſe Midwives betng ignorant of the Danger, 
| defere timely Aſfiſtance. And what Wonder 
is it that Midwives ſhould not know the Danger of 
is Poſiture, ſince. ſuch a Poſture of the Womb 
Infant has hitherto eſcaped them, and all the 
? And what Wonder is it that ſuch a Poſi- 
itherto been unknown to the World, 
am very well ſatisfied) not one, amongſt 
uthors, who have written before me, ever 
this Situation, or, has at leaſt deſcribed it ? 
fince ſuch a Poſiture is, and hath hitherto 
unknown to every Midwife, it will not ſeem 
to any one, that hitherto all Midwives have 
are unapt and unable to ſearch out 
diſtinguiſh ſuch a Poſiture of the Womb and 
r it is a Truth, that this Poſiture bath hi- 
unknown to all Midwives, : I judge 
this, viz. That hitherto no Midwife ever 

| to 
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was ſo tell me, that the Womb and 
Infant were thus placed, when I have been called 
to deliver a Woman, where Matters have taken 
this Turn. 

II. Becauſe at how by 
the Lauch to diftinguiſh ſuch a Pofiture of the Womb 
and Infant from other untoward ones. Theſe Wo- 
men, who thus bring neceſſary Aſſiſtance to ſuch a 
one in Labour, are likewiſe unfit for this Work, as 
„ eee 
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Friends the Danger of this Situation, and conſe- 
quently neither the Woman nor her Friends can 
have Time enough to deliberate how to take Care 
ſeafonably te expedite the Mother and Infant from 


ſuch mortal Danger. t 


III. Modwives wot (knowing ſuch Situation of the 

Womb and Infant, nor dreading its mortal Danger, 
decerve themſelves, as well as the Woman in Labour, 
and ber Friends, and the reſt of the By-flanders : 
For, when they are aſked, It the Infant be well 
turned, or lie with the Crown of his Head upon 
the Orifice of the Womb? They ſay, Yes, he 
thruſts the Crown of his Head forward, he is well 
turned ; and here acquieſcing, they ſecurely expect 


IV. 
treat of, is not dangerous in reſpect only of the 


Ignorance of Midwives, but is in itſelf ſurrounded 


with ſo many Perils and that the 
moſt ſkilful and moſt dexterous Maſter in this 
Art is obliged to deem it very z and 
confeſs, that if it be not impoſſible, yet that it is 
at leaſt ex difficult for him, in ſuch a Situ- 
ation of the Womb and Infant, to the 
Mother of : 

dem 


and Experi 
ſary fo to 
ſame Situation and its Conſequences, that all who 
are ſkilled in the Art be fully convinced 


may 
then is . An Infant 
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lying reſupine, or on his Back, in a Womb fallen 
fo low in a propendulous Abdomen (or which on the 
Fore-part is prominent downwards) ſo that the Po- 
fiture of the Womb and Vagina ſeem to make a. 
broken Curve or Rectangle. 


I sveyosz the Infant in ſuch a Womb to lie 

ine with his Head to the Orifice of the Womb, 
it cannot be otherwiſe bur it muſt firſt ſtrike 
upon the Orifice of the Womb, and be preſſed a- 
bove againſt the Curvature or Bending of the Ver- 


lehre of the Loins, and the Os Sacrum or Coctygis 5 


which for the moſt part ſhoots out in a Point, as 
is well known to all Anatomiſts, and therefore 
=— eaſily underftand what I here preſup- 


Fon this true poſition there unavoidably 
follows anothet, 32 i a 
the Womb, with the Infant's Head ineloſed, muſt 
— Putbis of the Woman: 

follow, firſt, that the Waters can- 
dilate the Mouth of the Womb; and 
if they could a little open and dilate the 
could not be done but under the Head 
in the Cavity of the Pelvis, and con- 
Waters h 
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are already 
—— 
thruſts up her Hand fo as to be able to per 
ecive the the Waters; for it is impoſſi- 
ble ſhe ſhould reach them with her Fingers only, 
unleſs they defcend or fall down like an Inteſtine, 
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-AnD when the Waters, or rather Membranes, 
are broken, and the Waters flow out, they call 
them fugitive or flying Waters, without rightly 
conceiving the true Cauſe of this their Defluxion, 
yet they know by Experience, that theſe Waters 
for the moſt Part foretel a difficult Birth : For theſe 
Waters are formed obl and ſlender in all bad 
and untoward Poſitures or Situations of the Womb 
and Fztus, whoſe Head does not directly lie over 
the Orifice of the Womb; and chis happens more 
or leſs, as the Head of the Infant more or leſs 
ſtops or ſhuts up the Mouth of the Womb. But 
becauſe the Conſequences of theſe ſame Waters are 
not always equally pernicious, hence it is they 
hope for the Beft, whereas it ought rather to be a 
ſeaſonable Memento and Admonition to them to fear 


the Worſe. 

Fade whet has been NS ern dne 
that is ſkilled in the An, may gather, firſt, That 
in this Poſiture or Situation of the Womb and 
Infant, the Pains can be but little urged or pro- 
voked, in order to dilate the Mouth of the Womb 
by the Head of the Child, becauſe it lies againſt 
the Os Sacrum; beſides, if the Head of the Fetus 
could ſomewhat dilate the Orifice of the Womb, in 
ſuch Caſe the hinder Part of the Head of the F#- 
tus would only deſcend a very little into the Peh 
vis; and if it ſhould ſo happen that the his- 


down farther, unleſs to the Offa Pu- 
bis, whereon indeed the Infant might be held by 
EOS for farther than that, it cannot eaſily 


Taz ' 
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Tux Fetus being then reſupine, or upon his 
Back, with the Crown of his Head lying upon the 
Curvature or Bending of the Os Sacrun, the Neck 
— * the Os Pubis, the hinder Part of the 

f. down upen, or into the Pelvis, 
— * his Face reclined upwards ; ; the Midwife 
touches the hinder Part of the Head of the 

Infant, and imagines ſhe plainly feels his Crown, 

and ſays, the Fetus comes on duly, and as 
it rightly ought; that the Birth is natural, the 
Child well turned, and provided there were due 
Pains, all Things would go well; but ſhe ſays, 
that the Pains are too feeble, promote nothing, 
-and adviſes the Woman ſtrenuoufly to urge and 
provoke them. But all theſe Efforts prove in 
vain; for the ſtrongeſt Spaſms or Diſtentions can 
by no Means expreſs or throw out an Infant in 
ſuch a Situation, which being thus fixed, is eyery 
where incommoded and appreſſed by the Bones of 
the Petri. — 


Ihe this Poſiture or Situation, there is yet another 
vaſt Diſadvantage of which the Midwives com- 
being however very ignorant why it is ſo. 
And this Inconveniency obtains chiefly in Women 
of a more advanced Age, who never before have 
deen in Labour: Which Inconveniency conſiſts in 
this, That there is no Aperture, nor can be, tho” 
the Woman be a great many Days in Labour; 
for the Head of the Infant remaining thus com- 
preſſed, does not urge, nay indeed never can u 
or move the Pulenda, becauſe it cannot deſcend, 
either by Aſſiſtance of Hand or Pains ; wherefore 
no Medicines inciting Pains or Spaſms can avail 
any thing in this Caſe, but rather are extreme] 
hurtful and . and nothing is hence to th 


expected, 
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expected, but the certain Death of the Mother, and 
Fetus eſpecially, though there has preceeded an 
entire Defluxion of the Waters, and the Fætus re- 
mains compreſſed in a dry Womb; but to ſave 
the Mother, while ſhe has yet Strength, let not the 
Fetus be treated as if dead, and the Mother may 
be delivered. And to do this, is required a Maſ- 
ter moſt excellently dextrous in this Art; for this 
is not only a moſt difficult Taſk, but what is al- 
moſt impoſſible tv be effected: I lay almaſt impoſſi- 
ble, not abſolutely ſo, unleſs it be ſuch as are not 
very ſkiltul and experienced. | 


IF any one ſhould deſire to know what a Mid- 
wife muſt do to draw forth ſuch a Fætus? I anſwer, 
That in the above-mentioned Situation and Dan- 
ger, an Inverſion of the Fetus muſt by no Means 
be thought on, either by drawing it out by the 
Feet, for then the Head cannot be retroduced ; for 
which Reaſon the Head, which at firſt came down 
into the Pelvis, is to be drawn forth; but this 
cannot be done but with much Difficulty ; for be- 
ſides that, in Women of a more advanced Age at 
their firſt Travail, there is no Aperture, and this 
ought to be firſt made, for the Head remains fo 
fixed and appreſſed, and the Situation of the Body 
that is to follow it ſo perverſe, that it is entirely 
impoſſible to draw forth the Head either with the 
Hands, or any Inſtrument whatſoever, ualeſs firſt 
having opened the Skull, the Brains taken our, 
and even then it has its Difficulties. | 


Some, perhaps, may aſk, Whether the Infant, 
in ſuch a Caſe, might not be drawn forth by the 
Tire Tete (as it is commonly called) an Inſtrument 
invented by Monſieur Mauriceau, without firſt ta- 
king out the * I anſwer, that ä 
20 | e 
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made this Inſtrument according to that Gentle- 
man's Directions, and have kept it by me for ma- 
ny Years, yet I never made any Uſe of it; be- 
cauſc I know, by Experience that the Head, in 


ſuch Poſiture or Situation, cannot be drawn forth, 


unleſs the Brains be firſt taken out; for I have 
ſufficicatly tried ſo to do, by Inſtruments that were 
very fit and proper for ſuch an Operation. 


Tur Reaſon is, becauſe the Infant being fixed 
by the Neck, is appreſſed by the Offa Pubis, and 
becauſe its Back and Shoulders are too much 
every-where appreſſed by the Offa Pelvis, to be 
drawn thence by the greateſt Violence, Nor 
would it ſuffice in this Poſiture or Situation, to 
draw the Head to one by any Inſtrument which 
had taken hold of it, for 6 ſhould we, by Means 
of ſuch an Inſtrument, with an incredible Vio- 
lence, appreſs the Oſſa Pubis ; and that the Head 
may follow, the Fraction, or Drawing, ought to 
be directed more towards the Parts polte 
the anteriour, for otherwiſe there would be no 
Paſſage; and unleſs the Brains be taken out of the 
Head, the Space is too narrow to draw it towards 
the Poſteriour or back Parts; and therefore I pre- 
fer to this Inſtrument (the Tire Tete) a Hook or 


ſtrong Forceps, for theſe may be better directed, 


and introduced with leſs Inconveniency. 


Nor to multiply Chapters, and yet that we may 
inſtruct the Tyrones, or Students of this Art, with 
per Obſervations in ſuch difficult Births, we 

il make mention of another e Situation of 
the Womb and Infant; namely, as it ſometimes 
happens, when the Womb is fallen down into a 
fomewhat prominent Abdomen, not directly ſtrait- 
forward, but more inclined cither to the right Side 
or 


riour than 
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or left; and when in ſuch an obliquated Womb 
the Infant lies reſupine, and ſo falls down with the 
hinder Part of its Head into the Pelvis: This Po- 
fiture or Situation is not to be eſteemed much more 
advantageous than the former, in which the Womb 
falls down directly ſtrait-forward into the Abdomen, 
and the Difficulty of delivering the Woman, as alſo 
the Danger of her Death, without firſt bringing 
forth the Fætus, is almoſt the ſame, nay very often 
greater, for the Reaſons mentioned in the foregoing 


Caſe. 


Amer know not how to find out this Si- 
tuation by the Touch, and diſtinguiſh it from that 
which is 2 _ one; and though the Head of 


the Infant us obliquely fallen into the Pelvis, 
t, fay N according to their 
Far ent, there are only wanting ſome urgent and 


provoking Pains, Medicines muſt be had to incite 
them, which the Phyſician preſcribes, relying on 
the with great Tj and Deſires of the Midwife, but 
great Injury and Prejudice to the Woman in 
Travill; for evan the ſharpeſt Pains, in this Caſe, 
are to no Purpoſe, for they cannot force the Head 
| buf 4 ber nd oboe ramen oory of 
cloſe, being ftrongly appreſſed in his 
Head, Neck, and Shoulders, between and againſt 


the Offs Pelbis; and this Situation is equally dan- 
| — mortal as the preceding, unleſs Art 


come timely to the Affiftance- of Nature ; 7 
Fame 


Ixravrs who, in this Situation of the Womb, 


lie prone upon their Belly, are more cafily brought 
away ; yet Experience has taught me, that ſuch 
Situation of a prone Infant is oftentimes attended 


with 6 0 
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and this happens when the Fetus lies on its Belly 
in iuch a Place, where it may ſtretch out the Fore- 
per: of his Crown, and hold the hinder Part of his 
Head ſomewhat reclined Sideways, and where he 
may have his Chin preſt to his Breaſt, and his 
Face looking upwaid. Now the Face, . reclined 
Sideways, may tor the moſt Part look upwards ; 
in which Caſe even the moſt ſkiifil Maſter in the 
Art may err, for juaging ot the Poſitute of the 
Head, he will moit certainly conclude the Fatus 
to be lying on its Back; but when the Head ſhall 
be drawn out, he will ſee the Infant follow with 


the Breaſt and Abdomez turned upward : Whence it 


neceſſarily follows, that the Head and Neck of 
the Infant were writhed or intorted, and ſo to have 
deſcended into the Pelvis. So that the Midwite, in 
ſuch a Poſiture, ſtands in need of as much Labour 
to draw forth ſuch a Fetus, as if it had lain on its 
Back ; the ſame Means therefore in both ought to 
be made Uſe of. | 


Tus Reaſon why Infants are drawn forth from 
Wombs reclined on either Side, with the ſame Dif- 
ficulty as from thoſe which have fallen direct for- 
ward into the Abdemen,. is, becauſe the Shoulders 
of the Infant, do then, for the moſt part, lie as it 
were diametrically tranſverſe or athwart the Pelvis: 
For which Re being preſſed to, e where 
by the Of Pubis, they remain immoveable, and 
cannot be drawn forth without extreme Violence : : 
And unleſs the Shoulders fall down into the Pelvis 
the Head of the Infant cannot be drawn out ; wy 
_ will be r to find any one that has ſuch 
and Arms, as that he might immit 
from the Head to the houlders, 
as they may deſcend into the 


Pelois, — ty hcl lie directly over the Pelvis - 


So 
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So that when the Head of the Infant is drawn for- 
ward, they may fall into it, and unleſs the Shoul- 
ders follow, as has been ſaid, the Woman cannot 
be delivered. 


Bu r perhaps ſome might aſk, whether in ſuch a 
Poſiture of the Womb and Infant, the Woman 
cannot, or ought not to be delivered after another 
Manner? I anſwer, if the hinder Part of the Head 
is already fallen into the Pelvis, it can be done no 
other Way, as I know of , but if ſuch Situation 
be timely known, then a far different Method muſt 

made uſe of, viz. we ought not to ſuffer the hin- 
der Fart of the Head to fall into the Pelvis, but 
ve ought immediately to break the Membranes, if 
they are not ſo already; and then having with the 
Hand immediately removed his Head to the Side, 
we muſt feel after the Infant's Feet, which, ' when 
having found, gently to draw them to us, and af- 
ter this Manner draw out the inverted Infant by his 
Feet; and in ſo doing there remain yet Hopes of 
ſaving the Mother and the Infant, which Hopes 
entirely yaniſh as Toon as the Waters have mzde 
their Defluxion, and the hinder Part of the Head 
is fallen into the Pelyis. Sas 

Bu as we have before obſerved, this Poſiture 
or Situation, is entirely unknown to Midwives, 
and can by no Means be diſtinguiſhed by them; 
for which Reaſon very rarely they ſend for a Maſ- 
ter in the Art, but when the Time is elapſed where- 
in the Infant might be ſaved, nay very often too 
late for the Mother to eſcape Death; for in this 
Caſe, though the Fetus be thus brought forth, be 
ing too much weakened and debilitated, The, dies; 
For which Reaſon, not without Cauſe,” we laid it 
down as a certain Ttuth, that theſe Poſitures or Si- 
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tuations are for the moſt Part deſtructive and mor- 
tal both to Mother and Infant. 


I dovsT not but _ one, who is deſirous of 
Improvement, may be glad to know by what Ways 
and Methods, in the Beginning, Infants thus un- 
cowardly poſited, and perverſely iſſuing, may be 
drawn out by the Hands, with Hopes of ſaving 
both Mother and Child ? 


Tuar we may give a cindid Anſwer to this 
„I muſt fay, that in order to aſſiſt ſagel 
igiouſiy a Woman in Labour, . ſuc 

A it muſt firſt of all 

apexr tous us how the Womb and Infant are po 

Sideways, or in the forward Part of the 4b 


Ir the Womb and Infant are poſited « on either 
Side, the beſt Way of all is, that the Mother ſhould 
lie down in the Bed upon that Side in which the 
Womb and Infant are ſituated, with her 7 
lifted up towards the Abdomen, and the a ink 
of the poſited in a more declinin ation 
than the lower, that the whole Weight of The Womb 
and Infant may fall backwards towards the Dia- 


3 "TX ” 4 


— and Infant may, by its own Ts 
into the Forepart of the Abdomen. 


Tut Woman being fo placed, the Docdor th 


to introduce his Hand, and gently bring ay <4 
m 
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from the Head to the Shoulders of the Infant, and 
then he muſt retropreſs the Infant to make room; 
after which the Head ought to recline a little to- 
wards one Side, the Chin appreſs the Breaſt, and 
then moving his Hand along the Head, and 
thence upon the Breaſt of the Infant, he muſt pro- 
ceed to the Feet; of which, having found one, he 
muſt hold it in a Nooſe, that it be not pulled back 
again; then let him endeavour to get the other, and 
gently draw both through the Mouth of the Womb; 
whitherto having brought them, he muſt hold 
them*cloſe together with one Hand, and with the 
other retropreſs the upper Part of the Body, and 
ſo by degrees draw forth the Infant by his Feet. 


Bur three Things are here to be obſerved : (1.) 
That before the Infant is farther. protracted, the 
Woman muſt be placed in a different Manner; that 
is, ſhe muſt be laid on her Back, with the upper 
Part of her Body ſomewhat elevated, which is the 
Situation of a Woman in a natural Labour. (2.) 
Before the Fætus is farther protracted, the Abdomen 
of the Woman ought by a ſkilful Hand to be put 
up, rightly and firmly placed ; which then very 
_ eaſily may be done, and proves a great Conveniency 
and Advantage. (3.) While we draw down the 
Feet, the Infant is to be inverted by little and little, 
ſo that the Belly, Thorax, and Face may be turned 
downwards, leſt the Chin ſtrike upon, and be ap- 

preſſed by the Ofſa Pubis. 


Wu lr x ve are em in gently drawing forth 
the Infant, let the Woman in Labour likewiſe do 


her Office, that is, ſhe muſt ſtrive, as much as in 


her lies, whether the Pains provoke or not, to ex- 
preſs the Infant, for this is of very great Help and 
Advantage, and eſpecially if the Infant is ſtill * 
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for theſe Endeavours of the Mother hurt her much 
leſs than the Doctor's Touches. When the Infant 
is thus brought into the World, the Secundines, 
or After- birth, are to be taken out, and the Womb 
purged or cleanſed. 


AmoNncsrT all the perverſe Poſitures or Situa- 
tions of Infants, none is worſe than this; that is, 
when the Infant lies tranſverſe or athwart the Pel- 
vit, and eſpecially when the Infant, thus poſited, 
lies reſupine, or on his Back. 


Tuts Pofiture always cauſes a difficult Birth, 
whether the Womb be directly or obliquely poſited; 
and if ſuch a Poſiture cauſes a difficult Birth, when 


the Womb is directly poſited, much more will it 


do ſo when the Womb has an oblique Situation; 
and moſt difficult of all in a Woman, whoſe Pelvis 
is but ſmall and plain, and when the Bottom of her 
Womb falls down low in the Abdomen, 


Now two Ways eſpecially may an Infant he 
tranſverſe or athwart the Pelvis; the firſt is, when 
th- Head and upper Part of the Body lie on one 
Side of the Abdomen, and the Feet, Legs, and But- 
tocks on the other: And this Poſiture or Situation 
is yet much better than the next, which I am go- 


ing to inſtance, and for the Cauſes I ſhall preſently 


mention. N 


Trar, which is yet much worſe, is, when the 
— at wenn ee Part of the Infant lie in the 
A but the Head and upper Part of the Bo- 
dy lie upon the Woman's Loins. 


Tusk is no Manner of Doubt to be made, 
but that an Infant, having either of theſe two Po- 
| ſitures 
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ſitures or Situations, cannot be brought into the 


World after ſuch a Manner, but that the Mother 
together with the Infant thus retained, muſt die, un- 
lets ſhe be delivered by an artful Hand; which, 
immediately after the breaking of the M=mbranes, 
may be elected eaſter, ſooner, and with leſs An- 
guih than before, and very often, by ſpinning out 
the time, may be intirely impoſſible; | 


Wurx the Infant lies, after the firſt manner, 
tranſverſe or athwart the Pelvis, with the upper 
Part of the Body on one Side, and the lower Part 
on the other, and the Beliy lying loweſt, whether 
the Navel-String hang out or not, there is not fo 
much Danger as when the Infant lies on his Back ; 
becauſe the ſoft and tender Abdomen, or Belly of 
the Infant, cannot much reſiſt the Hand when it is 
par in, in order to come at the Feet; for an Infant 
thus poſited muſt neceſſarily be inverted and drawn 
out by the Feet. 


Bor if the Infant lie reſupine, that is, his Back 
lying loweſt, then it will be very difficult to invert 
an Infant in ſuch a Poſiture, and draw it forth by 
tne Feet; nay, it will be much more difficult and 
laborious, becauſe the Back is broad and hard, and 
do2s not eaſtly give Way to the Doctor's Hard, 
when introduced, or permit itſelf to be thruſt up- 
ward; beſides, in this Caſe, he will be hinder: d 
from coming at the Feet, which will be difficul 
Enough for him to do, eſpecially if there has been 
already a Defluxion of the Waters. 


Ir it be very difficult to invert an Infant that 
lies tranſverſe or athwart the Pelvis after the firſt 
manner, it will prove twice or thrice the Difficulty 
if he lies tranſverſe, or athwart the Peluis aſter the 
| | D ſecond 
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ſeeond Manner; that is, when the lower Part of 
the Body lies in the prominent Part of t' e Abdo- 
men, and the upper Part and Head upon the Ver- 
tebre of . the Loins, eſpecially if the Woman's 
Loins are very hollow, and ſhe carry her Womb 
very low in the Abdomen. It the Infant, thus po 

ſited, lie prone on his Belly, the Inverſion will be 
much more eaſily made, or rather with leſs Pain 
and Anguiſh, neither is there ſo much Danger of 
Death, though the Infant be not brought forth, as 
it it lay reſupine or on its Back; and in the Be- 
ginning immediately after the Defluxion of the 
Waters, or when they are actually flowing, it is no 
ways ſo difficult to be brought about, as when the 
Waters have had their entire Defluxion, for the 
longer we delay, it will with more Difficulty be ef- 
fected, and at laſt perhaps not at all, neither hy 
the Hand, or indeed by any Inſtrument whatſo- 
ever. 


Sou one, perhaps, will imagine I have repre- 
ſented this Poſiture or Situation in too difficult a 
Manger, not reflecting that this ſame Poſiture or 
Situation is of all the moſt difficult ; but let him 
but once conſider the true Reaſon of the difficult 
Inverſion of ſuch an Infant, and he will be obliged 
to acknowledge with me, that what I have aſſerted 
is entirely true; and that this may be well under- 
ſtood, firſt of all it is requiſite to have a juſt Idea 
of the Pelvis, the Bones of which are ſo connected, 
placed, and deſigned, that the Hand and Arm, 
when thruſt up through its Mouth or Hiatus, pro- 
ceed in a right Line towards the Navel, a right- 
placed Womb has much the ſame Situation; and 
therefore it is, we may move our Hand and Arm, 
and work jn it very eaſily, and the Arm is never 


ſtrongly appreſſed by the Bones. 8 
5 UT 
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Bur if the Bottom of the Womb deſcends hence 
or is preſſed down into a propendulous, or a for- 
ward-hanging Abdomen, then the Hand can never 
arrive at the Bottom of the Womb, becauſe the 
Hand is then too ſhort ſo to do, and the Arm too 
rigid, becauſe there is no middle Joint between the 
Hand, and the Flexpre of the Cubit or Elbow ; 
and as much as I haye earneſtly endeavoured to 
exhibit to your View ſuch a Poſiture, or Situation, 
yet hitherto I have not been able to give myſelf that 
Satisfaction, 


SoM E perhaps may aſk, whether a Woman in 
this deſperate Condition is to be abandoned and gi- 
ven up to certain Death? Or whether any thing eiſe 
is to be attempted in order to fave her? I anſwer, 
if the Woman has been in Labour ſome Days, if 
her Waters have had their entire Defluxion, and 
ſhe be in a high Fever, and her Strength fail her; 
in ſuch a Caſe I ſhould adviſe to let her die quietly : 
but if ſhe has any Manner of Strength yet remain- 
ing, then w I adviſe this Method to be made 
uſe of: viz. Having aſked and deſired Leave to 
treat the Infant as dead, with Hopes of ſaving the 
Mother, this is the neareſt and only way ſo to do, 
as much as I have hitherto obſerved; to wit, hav- 
ing put in the Hand below, as far as may be, the 
Head of the Infant muſt be ſought for, the Thumb 
and Fingers muſt be put into the Mouth, and fo to 
be taken hold of by the Chin, and thus the Head 
muſt be drawn out downwards, as much as can be; 
this done, a ſtrong Hook may be fixed into the 
Head, and the Head by this means be retained : 
The Head, thus. with the Hook fixed into it, muſt 
be held by one Hand, and gently drawn downward; 
we muſt, with. the other _ preſſed againſt _- 

2 Bac 
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Back of the Infant, thruſt it up towards the oppo- 
fire Side, that there may be room for the Head to 
be drawn down, inverting at the ſame time, by lit- 
tic and little, the upper Part of the Infant's Body, 
till the Head be turned downwards, and ſo be laid 
upon the Orihce of the Womb. This done, we 
may place the upper Part of the Woman's Body in 
a very declining Foſition, and procure two ſtrong 
Men to draw up the Abdomen of the Woman with 
a Napkin or Towel, and then we may try to draw 
out the Infant; and there is great Hopes by this 
means both ot delivering and ſaving the Woman. 


Ix all other Caſes of a Womb obliquely poſited, 
I have advited, and it is my preſent Advice to ſeek 
for the Feet of the Infant; and that the Infant thus 
held by the Feet, ſhould be inverted and drawn 
forth : Bur becauſe in this oblique Poſiture of the 
Womb, it is impoſlible to atrain or come at the 
Feet, there remains nothing elſe to be done, but to 
draw down the Head after the manner juſt now 
mentiot d, aad to let it be then drawn forth as 
commodtouſly as poſſible ; which Operation indeed 
is very difficult and troubleſome, nor can it be per- 
formed but by a Hand of the utmoſt Dexteriry : 
Bur yet that the Woman may be faved, all Extre- 
mitics muſt be tried, and in this Operation the 
Rkilfal Artiſt muſt take all the Care imaginable not 
to hurt the Woman, or do her any Damage. 


Ox the twentieth Day. of OZober, 1713, I was 
ſent tor to a Woman at Rettcrdam, who had lain 
five Days in Labour, was very much. weakened 
with a lugh Fever, and delirious; where J alfo 


found the oblique--Poſiture of a reſupine Infant, 


and the Bottom of the Womb placed in a propen- 
dulous Ae, but more leaning to the right 
4 ſide 
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ſide; the Infant lay indeed on his Back, but a little 
inverted, ſo that the left Shoulder lay next the O- 
rifice of the Womb. ; 


BETORE [ſearched this Woman with my Hand, 

I aſked the Midwife, who had been ſome Days 
with her, how the Infant was poſited, and what 
Parts came forward? She anſwered, the Child came 
forward with his Buttocks, and always remained 
unmoved in that Poſition. When I heard this, I 
reſently declared I had good hopes of a ſpeedy 
Delivery ; ſaying, if the Infant comes on with his 
Buttocks, there will be no Difficulty of delivering 
the Woman: But going to wok, I was inſtantly 
ſurprized, perceiving that the left Shoulder came 
forward, and that I could preſently-after come at 
the Back, and even the right Shoulder; ſo that the 
Infant lay refupine with his left Shoulder more de- 
lining, and his right Shoulder more elevated, when 
ſliding in my right Hand along the Back directly 
upwards, I came to the Neck. I put my Hand 
ſtill higher, till I came to the Head, which be- 
ing a little inverted lay with the Face towards the 
right ſide, and the Chin very much preſſed upon 
the Heart. 4 a 
I TRIED farther, whether in the left part of the 
Worb, chat is, whether in the Womb towards 
the left Side of the Abdomen there remained any 
Space, bur I found that I could not, without a 
deal of Pains, put my Hand in between the 

| — and Head of the Inf uit, and the 
Wo which was much appreſſed by theſe 
Parts of — fue on this Side — re- 
mained no greater Space, and I could attempt no- 
ching to change the perverſe Situation of the Infant. 


Wur- 


22 CASES in MIDW IIR. 


WaxRETORR, leaving this Place, I thought it 
neceſſary accurately to examine into the perverſe Si- 
tuation of the Womb; and to that end I put in my 
left Hand, which I thruſt tranſverſly beneath the 
Back of the Infant, and after that upwards, where 
bending towards me my Hand and Fingers, I could 
ſufficiently - feel the Head and Breaſt; but I could 

ugt find there any the leaſt Space ; for the Head 
With the Chin was firmly preft down to the Heart, 
and the Womb with both theſe was on every fide 
ſtraitned with ſo ſtrict a Compreſſion, that I could 
not but with the greateſt ſtraining, and that too 
not without pain, lift up one Finger ; or when e- 
rected, contract or bend it back again. 


However, I made uſe of all my Strength to 
igher with my Hand, but in vain, becauſe my 
ſtruck againſt the ſide Part of the Womb: 

I ſay, I touched the ſide part of the Womb; which 
inſtead of lying in the left fide of the Abdomen, 
looked directly upward ; for which Reaſon I firm- 
ly concluded, that the Bottom of the Womb muſt 
neceſſarily be poſited on the right fide of the 45. 


Tuar I might be ſatisfied herein, 1 ran my left 


Hand over the Abdomen on the outſide, and at the 
ſame time with my right Hand in the Womb, I 
reached as far as I could towards the right fide of 
the Abdemen, and by this means I was thoroughly 
aſcertained of this rare and very oblique Poſiture of 
the Womb, the Bottom of which entirely fell down 
into a prominent Abdomen; to wit, into the left fide 
of the Abdomes, in which left fide of the ſaid pro- 
minent Abdomen, the, Infant, with all the lower 
Parts of his Body, that is, with bis Legs _— 

tocks, 
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tocks, had fallen down and remained compreſſed 
whence enſued two of the greateſt Impoſſibilities 
in the World. 


Tux firſt Impoſſibility was, that in this rare and 
perverſe Poſiture of the Womb and Infant, no 
Pains, how ſtrong ſoever they might be, or had 
already been, could avail any thing, to-expreſs the 
Infant through the Orifice of the Womb, becauſe 
they would only more powertully depreſs the Infant 
into the propendulous Abdomen; expreſſing nothing 
but the Humours, which neceſfarily ſhould here 
remain, and fo would do much more hurt than 


good. 


Tut other Impoſſibility, which neceſſarily fol: 
lowed from thence, was, that by long continuect 


Pains, and the ſtrong Depreſſion of the Bottom of ' 


the Womb, and the Defluxion of every requiſite 
Humour, it would be abſolutely impoſſible to put 
the Hand or Arm ſo deep into the Bottom of the 
Womb, that the lower Parts of the Infant, that is 
the Buttocks, Legs or Feet, may be come at; 
which unleſs this be done, in ſuch a Caſe the Infant 
cannot be inverted, and conſequently cannot either 
come forward, or be drawn out; which in the Be- 
ginning of che Pains might yet have been done, as 
long as the Waters kept the Womb dilated and ex- 
panded, and while the Bottom of the Womb, to⸗ 
gether with the lower Parts of the Infant, were not 
fallen ſo low into the fide Part of the Abdomen, 
nor were ſo much compreſſed, and conſequently, 
when there was a greater Space, that you might 
come thereto, and apply the neceſſary Succours of 
the Hand. | 


How 
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Ho much did I heartily deſire to ſave this un- 
happy Woman! And becauſe the Infant was not 
only dead, but very much corrupted, of whom J 
was — to take no Manner of Care, and per- 
ceiving the Arms of the Infant to ſtop the Way. I 
wrung them round and broke them ; but though 
by chis Means I gained a little more room, yet was 
it not ſufficient to let me come at the lower Parts of 
the Lr ant. There remained, nothing then to be 
done, but to try if the Head could be brought 
down by the Method afore- mentioned; but a ſtrong 
Convulſion ariling, fo firmly ſtraitned the Mouth 
of the Womb, and ſo much contracted all the 
Parts, that I was obliged to deſiſt from the Ope- 
ration. She continued thu; agonizing, till about 
Noon the next Day, when ſhe expired. 


Berore I quit this Subject of Infants lying 
reſupine, I have thought neceſſary to add yet ſome- 
thing of an Infant, which lying reſupine, touches 
with the Crown of his Head the Offa Pubis; nay, 
and very often falls down upon thoſe Bones. And 
what may be ſaid hereupon, relates chiefly to Mid- 
wives, who by their Ignorance often kill Children, 
and as very often alſo the Mother with the Fetus ; ; 
wherefore I deſire they would l conſider 
and execute what follows. 


Warn the Bottom of the Womb plain enough 
hes towards the Back of the Woman, and eſſ pecial- 
ly in thoſe, whoſe Loins are very hollow ; — the 
Head of the Infant reſupine, very eaſily falls down 
upon the Offa Pubis, unleſs the Midwife hinders it 
in due time, 4 turning the Head and the oppoſite 
Part, and as ſoon as may be, by putting it on the 


. Orifice of the Womb, which ſhe ought to do while 
| the 
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the Membranes are yet entire, or immediately after 
their Rupture. 

WaiLE the Membranes are entire, ſhe may 
really (if ſhe be well ſkilled, and minds diligently 
her Buſineſs) perceive, whether the Crown, or whe- 
ther the hinder Part of the Head lies upon the Ori- 
fice of the Womb; for the Crown hath a round 
and ſomewhat acuminated Figure ; but the hinder 
Part is more oblong and plain; the Crown hath an 
open Place giving way to the Touch, but the other 
is hard and boney. When ſhe perceives, not the 
Crown, but the hinder Part to lie upon che Orifice 
of the Womb, ſhe ought not to fit —— 
and prolong the Time, but be — go to 
work immediately, that is, ſhe muſt both out- 
wardly and inwardly; outwardly, ſhe ought with 
one Hand the Offa Pubis, at Pain, to 
retain the of the Infant and it down- 
wards; and inwardly, ſhe muſt, when the Pains 
ceaſe, remove the Head from the Offa Pubis, and 


put 
the Womb; and when ſhe cannot do this, the Mo- 
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broken, is fallen down upon the Offa Pubis; upon 
the breaking of the Membranes, ſhe ought imme 
diately to endeavour, with unwearied Application, 
to retroduce the Head, and place the Crown on the 
Orifice of the Womb, which neceſſarily muſt be 
done, otherwiſe the Mother periſhes with the Fætus; 
or the ſkilful Hand of an expert Maſter in the Art 
muſt thence draw forth the Intant either dead or-a- 
live : I fay dead or alive, and the ſooner the better, 
for it is better, if it cannot be otherwiſe, that the 
Child ſhould die, and the Mother be ſaved, than 
that the Mother ſhould with the Fetus certainly 
periſh, who, unleſs ſhe receive — Succour un- 


avoidably muſt. 


Ir the ARtons of Midwives were ſuſpected, and 
examined into, how t and how many Errors 


would be detected; and how ſhould we be aſtoniſh- 


ed to fee ſuch horrible Tortures of Mothers and 
Infants! This Woman having taken hold of the 
Arms of a living Infant, draws them out with ſuch 
Violence, that you may eaſily put your Thumb in 
between the Arm and Shoulder ; and thus a Gan- 
— enſues, which, after having 
deſtroys the Mother. Another, bores 
— Infant's — art and takes out his Brains, that 
fo ſhe might draw him forth; which done, without 
Leave of the Woman or Huſband, leaves 
her weltring in Blood, and the Infant rotting in her 
Womb. Hence ariſes an intolerable Stench, which 
inflames the Womb, and kills the Mother: And 
why need we wonder that theſe CE — 
tranſacted. 


Nor long fince, in a Village called Wilfveen, 


I delivered, in leſs than half an Hour, a Country 


nr —_— which, as the _ 


devoured the 
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herſelf, and the Standers by, teſtified was ARvethe FP 
Day before; and which, as I was drawing him out- * 
3 


with my Hands, without any Inſtrument, ſent our 
a molt horrid Stench of a dead Body. The true * 
Reaſon of this, was, that a certain Midwife, - as it | * 
was told me, having put a Nooſe round the Child's - 
— *. two ſtrong Women pull it forward. 1 
rm, torn from the Body, hung only by 

a little Skin, and ſo left the Woman, as one that 
could by no OX be delivered. What dreadful _ % A 
Miſtakes were farther committed in this Torture, 
I cannot certainly ſay, relating only here what was 
told me: But this I know, that when I ſ⸗ RS 
the lying-in Woman with my Hand, I found the 4 
two Arms hanging down out of the Womb, and 
that one of the Child's Arms hung only by a * 
thin Skin about ſix Inches diſtant from the Shoul- 
der, by which means all the Blood-V eflels and 
Nerves being torn and broken aſunder, it was im- 
poſſible but all the Infant's Body midſt have been 
affected with'® Gangrene, as 1 found it was; for 
the Child being inverted, and not fgrcibly drawn 
out by the Feet, was from the H to the Foot, 
all over moſt horridly gangrened; nay, the Gan- 
grene had even penetrated ſo far, that not only 
the Navel- String, but the whole After- birth was 

already waſted away with 2 Gangrene, or rather 
with a Spbacelus, or perfect Rottenneſs, which then 
was of a cadaverous and leaden Colour: Whence 
I concluded, that the Womb allo was 
and the Woman in great danger of which 
was but too tnaey for ſome Days after ſhe 


E. 


4 


* 
"La ſuch Crimes as theſe; how much folk , 
ever they ſhould; be puniſhed, are ſuffered t a cos Þþ 
on with Impunity, you will permit me, I h 
leaſt, faithfully to detect and demonſtrate them em? 
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